Holocaust of Armenians in 1915 in Turkey and its influence on Armenian national identity


The problem of national identity of Armenians has found the wide reflection during all ХХ-го centuries. Armenians, in the essence, are the nation capable to fast adaptation in the unfamiliar environment, that, unfortunately, has served as the additional reason of the accelerated emigration, from Armenia since 1988.

 
As marks A. A. Nalchadzhjan: " Adapting to continuous changes of environment, the person during all life undergoes large or minor alterations. However after formation of the basic substructures of the person which as we understand, are the results of repeated adaptations to typical  situations, original adaptive complexes, the further changes of the person have insignificant character"
. Concerning Armenian people it is natural to speak about such adaptation at a national level, owing to numerous repeated adaptations in the different environments for both the nation , and uncountable number of immigrants.

It is necessary to note, that the ethnic consciousness of Armenians in the greater degree is determined by the historical past, than ethnic consciousness of other nations. It has many reasons: centuries-old   historical way and culture of the nation, its religion, heavy vital circumstances, a geographical position etc. Big interrelation of the past of the nation with its national consciousness gives rise to some historically determined stereotypes of national consciousness to which we will address later in our work.

Genetically Armenian nation directly occurs from  proto-Aryan roots and is its direct genetic and spiritual successor. The nation has received the name from Hajk Nahapet, whose name is meant " the Divine soldier ". Hajk has opposed the construction of the Babel Tower and has left from this place with his clan. The governor of Babylon- Bel has risen with the weapon on the Hajk. And with small troops Hajk  has self-denyingly battled and conquer Bel.  Word "Armen" means " people from an Aryan tribe " (compare with word "Turkmen") . So, Armenians - those from Aryans which have not abandoned the native Land and lived there continuously from time immemorial up to now.

The national consciousness immanent to each individual - the representative of the certain nation carrying some features, common for all nations . At the moments of historical excitements and shocks national consciousness has ability to be narrowed and pay all attention of the individual to questions that extremely important for a survival of the nation, preservation of its potential saved up by centuries and continuation of its ability to live. More than once for its long history the Armenian nation was exposed to threat of utter annihilation. At these moments of a history the abilities of a survival incorporated in the nation and inflexibility of the Armenian spirit were most evidently shown. At these moments the nation was united (that , as a matter of fact, is immemorial dream of Armenian people) and in every way tried to resist to external threat. 


It is necessary to note, that many outstanding writers and scientists have paid attention to a genocide of Armenians in Ottoman empire. So, U. Al'termatt writes: " the Armenian genocide began in the spring 1915 from murder of officers, intellectuals and representatives of political elite. Color of the Armenian nation - more than 600 Armenians who lived in Constantinople , in night with 24 for April 25 were arrested and killed. Since then April, 24 it is considered day of memory of the Armenians - victims of a genocide ". 

The genocide of Armenians of 1915 and a number of the events which have followed after it (a turn of post-war peace conferences where so called Armenian question was considered or after a little while was not considered), was for Armenian people an enormous shock. Besides still it is not known, which was the biggest shock: Turkish evil , the quantity of the victims (which has exceeded one million), mass fleeing or blatant injustice of the peace conferences which have followed behind world war where not only it was not condemned and Armenians were refused not only in their right to own historical territory, not only in the right to have " the national center " within the limits of Turkey, not only in material indemnification for the lost property, but even in moral support. " In Antanta was no desire to achieve from Turkey creation of the Armenian state, and  Soviet Union had the purpose of preservation of pre-war borders of Russian empire ". By then the world has had time to forget about a genocide of Armenians, and for them it was heavier, than a genocide. As a matter of fact sultan Abdul Gamid has implemented the idea amazing with its cruelty: " To get rid of the Armenian question by means of  disposal of Armenians "
. 
Armenians lived, scattered on the different countries, frequently trying to hide their ethnic origin though they weren't pursued anywhere , convinced in total injustice of the world. " They were perfectly entered in other cultures being able not to put forward similarly to Jews their national roots". A number of acts of terrorism against turkish diplomats has given rather cold comfort. It was possible to expect, as in the case of the Caucasian events in the beginning of century, that in the Armenian environment there will be a certain internal structure which will help Armenians to go through this situation. But it did not arise. Moreover, Armenian historian S.Atamjan assumes, that " all over the world there will be a few so national communities, tearing so sharp internal contradictions or so completely rive, as the Armenian community "
. It was result of sharp spiritual wounds, and it seemed, that there comes the most tragical page of a history of Armenians when they " will make what could not make with them the most terrible oppression and prosecutions, - they doom themselves on cultural and national self-destruction "
.

It is interesting fact , that in August, 1939 Hitler " in the wild racial delirium has cynically referred to the destiny of Armenians and has expressed it before commanders-in-chief: " I have given my parts the order, while only in the East, relentless and without any compassion send to death men, women and children of the Polish origin and speaking on the Polish language. Only so we shall win vital space which is necessary for us. Who else speaks today about destruction of Armenians? "
. 

The only country which was not perceived as hostile those years was a Russia. It as though showed some care of Armenians. " Hatred to turkish people, given birth by pogrom of 1915, and indignation of treachery of the Europe which has renounced from Armenians after Lasagna, actually compels them to be thrown in embraces of a Russia. It accepts the Armenians offended by the bad manipulation and rejected by the West. Using a terminology of psychoanalysts, the Soviet Russia finds an image of almighty mother at which is possible to find help and protection against the hostile world "
. 

It is necessary to note that Armenians in the course of their history could survive not only this genocide: " Armenians too have tested traumatic events, which had heavy consequences for their ethnic identity. They had first kingdom, and they the first have accepted Christianity. Armenians were defeated by Sassanids and Byzantium, they were exterminated and partly exiled, have received significant flows of immigrants and, eventually, were doomed for mass deportation and a genocide on parts of the  homeland. But, despite changes of a place of residence, economic activities, the social organization and a part of the culture during centuries, the feeling of the common Armenian identity was kept by means of diaspora, and also forms of their previous culture especially in the spheres of religion and language have provided subjective attachment to cultural identity and separation from an environment "
.

Our basic idea is that Armenians who survived Holocaust formed a group that  had national identity which was very different from as national identity of Armenians in Soviet Armenia as from the national identity of any other nation. These changes occurred partly because of shock and suffering partly because of  losing part of historical land -land where Armenians lived for thousands years.


The method that we plan to use is proposed by V.S. Mukhina and calls "Deprivation of self-identity's structural units". It consists of some set of pictures on which are presented situations with frustration of one of the five units of self-identity: name or identification with personal pronoun, claim for public acknowledgement, sexual identity, personal time of individual (past, present, future) and social area ( permissions and duties).

Thus the body of our research materials will be both from Armenian people now residing in Washington area (and also people with some links to this fact) and archive materials gathered from Holocaust Memorial Museum that will help to compare Armenian national identity after the Holocaust with that of Jewish ( in fact we suppose that they have very much in common) and else. One of our goals is to see how these archive materials on Holocaust of one nation could be applied to the study of Holocaust of other in terms of its influence on self-consciousness, so we could draw up conclusions about immanent parts of post-Holocaust's ethnic identity.   

In our study in Holocaust Memorial Museum we plan to study how the national identity of Armenians has changed after Holocaust, in close connection with these problems:

1. A common name,

2. A myth about common origin, 

3. Common historical memory,

4. Association with the certain Native land,

5. Feeling of solidarity for a significant part of the population.

All aforementioned elements has unique value for every member of nation and have influence on its personality. Although this factors are significantly changed in Armenians outside their Homeland we addressed them in their connection  to the following factors:

1. Personal characteristics: age of migrant, educational level, social status ,family status.

2. Migration characteristics: time of migration, its determinants, e. g. internal or external causes (social, political etc.), deliberateness of migration.

3. National characteristics: involvement in home community before and after migration, type of involvement ,presence of "cultural shock", feeling of solidarity for compatriots etc. 

This project results could be helpful not only for Armenians who will gain many benefits from that as in terms of ethnic identity understanding and gaining the truth about consequences of Holocaust on them , but also for other nations who suffered this terrible execution and went through the changes of their self-image and image of others in the world. The results should be published as a book or separate articles.  

Also it may be  possible working out and implementing program that will permit to deal effectively with psychological and other problems related to Holocaust of Armenians. It will be useful trying different approaches to define the set of Holocaust-related problems in other ethnic groups.

Thus , as M. Aleksandropulos marks: " the ancient big history lives in this small country which looks not only back; it works, goes forward carrying with itself the invaluable cargoes which the Armenian patriot idolizes: the national culture- an integral part of spiritual life during centuries, - and ,especially, language and writing, sometimes the unique spiritual communication with the native Land".
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